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© Dispensing apparatus for plastic bags. 



© A dispensing apparatus (12) for serially dispens- 
ing flexible plastic bags from a wound package of 
bags which are joined along perforated severance 
lines, includes a panel (22), and at least one elon- 
gate dispensing slot (31) extending through the pan- 
el. The slot (31) includes relatively narrow and lin- 
early aligned outer edge portions (36, 37) and a 
laterally extending tongue (42) positioned between 
the outer edge portions (36, 37). Also, an opening 
(40) is located on one side of the tongue (42). In 
use, the opening (40) is used to facilitate thread-up 



of the initial bag through the slot (31), and the two 
outer edge portions (36, 37) serve to engage and 
hold the bag in the slot (31). During withdrawal, the 
tongue (42) engages the central portion of the bag, 
and when the tongue (42) engages the next perfo- 
rated severance line, or the bottom of the cut out in 
the case of T-shirt bags, a significant resistance is 
imparted which causes the severance line to rupture, 
with the next bag positioned in the slot and ready to 
be engaged and withdrawn. 
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The present invention relates to a dispensing 
apparatus adapted for serially dispensing flexible 
plastic bags from a wound package of bags which 
are joined along perforated severance lines. 

Commonly owned U.S. Patent Nos. 4,793,539 
and 4,930,385 disclose a dispensing nozzle for 
serially dispensing plastic grocery bags or the like 
from a supply roll and wherein the supply roll is 
composed of bags which are serially joined along 
perforated severance lines. The nozzles disclosed 
in the referenced patents include a slot of zig-zag 
configuration, together with a thread-up opening 
communicating with the slot, and the nozzle is 
disclosed as being mounted in the bore of a gro- 
cery store check-out countertop, with the bag sup- 
ply roll being positioned below the countertop. In 
use, the leading edge of the initial bag on the roll is 
manually threaded through the thread-up opening, 
and the leading edge is then grasped and moved 
into the slot. Thereafter, the bags may be individ- 
ually delivered by pulling the bags upwardly, and 
the zig-zag slot exerts sufficient resistance so as to 
cause a severing of the leading bag from imme- 
diately following bag along the perforated sever- 
ance line. 

While the dispensing nozzles disclosed in the 
above referenced patents represent a significant 
advance in the art, they possess certain limitations 
in some specific applications. For example, the 
slots are sensitive to changes in bag size and 
thickness of the plastic film, and since the slot is 
relatively short, the bags are necessarily wrinkled 
as they are withdrawn. Further, existing metal 
check-out counters cannot be readily fitted with the 
nozzles. 

It is accordingly an object of the present inven- 
tion to provide an apparatus for serially dispensing 
flexible plastic bags of the described type, and 
which overcomes the above noted limitations of the 
prior nozzle designs. 

It is also an object of the present invention to 
provide an apparatus for serially dispensing plastic 
bags and which includes a dispensing slot having a 
configuration which has sufficient width to accom- 
modate the width of the bags being dispensed 
without significant wrinkling, and which provides a 
positive engagement with the bags to facilitate tear- 
ing off along the severance lines and while retain- 
ing the next bag in the slot in a ready-to-grasp 
position after separation. 

It is a further object of the present invention to 
provide a bag dispensing apparatus of the de- 
scribed type which is easily threaded with the initial 
bag of the supply roll, and which accommodates 
reasonable changes in bag size or plastic film 
thickness. 

The above and other objects and advantages 
of the present invention are achieved in the em- 



bodiments illustrated herein by the provision of a 
dispensing apparatus which comprises a panel, 
and at least one elongate dispensing slot extending 
through the panel. The slot includes relatively nar- 

5 row and linearly aligned outer end portions, and a 
central portion which extends between the outer 
end portions. The central portion has a medial 
portion which lies at a level laterally offset from that 
of the outer end portions, so as to define a laterally 

w extending tongue between the outer end portions. 
Preferably, the medial portion of the slot is rela- 
tively wide, to define a thread-up opening through 
the panel and on one side of the tongue. Further, 
the apparatus preferably includes means for 

75 rotatably mounting at least one wound package of 
bags adjacent the panel, with the package dis- 
posed along an axis extending generally parallel to 
the direction of the aligned outer end portions of 
the slot, and such that the bags may be serially 

20 unwound from the package and drawn through the 
slot. 

In use, the thread-up opening on one side of 
the tongue permits the user to reach the adjacent 
roll of bags to facilitate the initial thread-up through 

25 the slot. Thread-up is then effected by drawing the 
two side edges of the initial bag into the two outer 
end portions of the slot, with the central portion of 
the bag being engaged by the tongue. The tongue 
imparts resistance to the withdrawal of the bag, 

30 particularly when the tongue engages the sever- 
ance line, and so as to facilitate tearing along the 
severance line. In this regard, the tongue is particu- 
larly effective in the case of the so called T-shirt or 
handled bags, in that the tongue drops into the cut 

35 out opening between the handles of the following 
bag, and so as to impart significant resistance to 
further withdrawal when the tongue engages the 
bottom of the cut out opening. Upon tearing at the 
severance line, the outer end portions of the slot 

40 serve to retain the leading portion of the next bag 
so that it may be readily gripped and subsequently 
withdrawn. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

45 

Some of the objects and advantages of the 
present invention having been stated, others will 
appear as the description proceeds, when taken in 
conjunction with the accompanying drawings, in 
50 which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a store check- 
out counter, and which includes a bag dispens- 
ing apparatus in accordance with one embodi- 
ment of the present invention; 
55 Figure 2 is a fragmentary front plan view of the 
counter shown in Figure 1 and illustrating the 
front panel of the dispensing apparatus; 
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Figure 3 is a perspective view of the dispensing 
apparatus of Figure 1 shown withdrawn from the 
check-out counter; 

Figure 4 is a view similar to Figure 3, but also 
illustrating the wound packages of bags; 
Figure 5 is a sectional view taken substantially 
along the line 5-5 of Figure 4; 
Figure 6 is a perspective view of a second 
embodiment of a dispensing apparatus in accor- 
dance with the present invention and which is 
adapted for use with a check-out counter as 
shown in Figure 1; 

Figure 7 is a view similar to Figure 6 but show- 
ing one of the wound packages being loaded 
onto the apparatus and two of the packages in 
their operative position; 

Figure 8 is a sectional view taken substantially 
along the line 8-8 of Figure 6; 
Figure 9 is a perspective view of another em- 
bodiment of the bag dispensing apparatus of the 
present invention which is in the form of an 
enclosed carton; 

Figure 10 is a fragmentary enlarged sectional 
view taken along the line 10-10 of Figure 9; 
Figure 11 is a view similar to Figure 9 but 
illustrating the internal construction of the carton; 
Figure 12 is an exploded perspective view simi- 
lar to Figure 9 but illustrating the apparatus in its 
operative position; 

Figure 13 is a longitudinal sectional view of the 
carton taken substantially along the line 13-13 of 
Figure 9; and 

Figures 14 and 15 illustrate the operative steps 
of the bag dispensing procedure for the carton. 

Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiments 



Referring more particularly to the drawings, 
Figure 1 illustrates a conventional retail store 
check-out counter at 10, and which includes an 
apparatus 12 for selectively dispensing plastic bags 
from each of three wound supply packages 13, 14, 
and 15, note Figure 4. As is conventional, the bags 
of each package are composed of a thin flexible 
plastic film, with the bags being wound on a tubular 
core 16, and serially joined along transverse perfo- 
rated severance lines 18. The bags have a heat 
seal line 19 immediately adjacent and parallel to 
each severance line 18. The bags may be in a 
form having solid opposite side walls as shown on 
the package 13 in Figure 4, or they may be in the 
form of T-shirt or handled bags, as shown on the 
packages 14 and 15 in Figure 4 and on the pack- 
ages shown in Figures 14 and 15. It is preferred 
that the bags of the three packages 13-15 be of 
different sizes. 

The packages 13, 14 and 15 as illustrated in 
Figure 4 are wound so that the open tops of the 



bags, and which are formed at the severance lines 
18, lead the closed bottoms, which are formed at 
the heat seal lines 19. It will be understood, how- 
ever, that the present invention is equally applica- 

5 ble for dispensing bags from packages which are 
oppositely wound, i.e. where the closed bottoms 
lead the open tops. 

In the embodiment of Figures 1-5, the dispens- 
ing apparatus 12 is in the form of a box-like struc- 

w tural member which may be slidably mounted in 
the check-out counter 10 in the manner of a con- 
ventional drawer. More particularly, the structurally 
member includes a number of interconnected pan- 
els formed of plywood, sheet metal, or the like, and 

75 comprising a front panel 22, a rear panel 23, op- 
posite side panels 24, 25, and a bottom panel 26. 
Also, there is provided an interior panel 27 which is 
parallel to the front and rear panels and which 
divides the interior into two compartments, and the 

20 front compartment is further divided by a second 
interior panel 28 which is perpendicular to the front 
panel 22 and the interior panel 27, with the second 
interior panel 28 being positioned to divide the 
front compartment and thereby form a total of three 

25 compartments. 

As best seen in Figures 3 and 4, the three 
compartments are differently sized for rotatably 
receiving the differently sized wound packages 13, 

14, 15 therein. In addition, the opposite ends of 
30 each compartment each mount an inclined edge 

surface 30 for engaging and supporting the tubular 
cores 16 of the wound packages, and to thereby 
limit lateral canting of the packages. 

The front panel 22 includes three elongate dis- 
35 pensing slots 31, 32, 33 extending therethrough, 
with each slot being adapted for dispensing the 
bags from respective ones of the packages 13, 14, 

15. Each slot 31-33 has relatively narrow and lin- 
early aligned outer end portions 36, 37 which ex- 

40 tend in a straight line along a predetermined hori- 
zontal direction, and a central portion extending 
between the outer end portions. More particularly, 
the central portion is composed of a medial portion 
40 which lies at a level which is laterally offset 

45 from, i.e. below in the illustrated embodiment, that 
of the outer end portions 36, 37 and extends along 
a line parallel to the predetermined horizontal di- 
rection, so as to define a laterally depending 
tongue 42 between the outer end portions. The 

50 central portion further includes opposite intercon- 
necting portions 43, 44 which extend generally 
upwardly and which respectively join the medial 
portion 40 to the outer end portions 36, 37. The 
medial portion 40 of the slot is relatively wide, and 

55 defines a thread-up opening through the panel and 
laterally below the depending tongue 42. 

In use, the three wound supply packages 13-15 
of plastic bags are disposed in the three compart- 
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merits as seen in Figures 4 and 5, with the bags of 
the two packages 14, 15 in the front compartments 
being threaded through the slots 32, 33 respec- 
tively. The largest package 13 is disposed in the 
rear compartment, and the leading bag extends 
over the two front packages and is threaded 
through the slot 31. As will be noted, the width of 
the three slots varies, so as to generally conform to 
the width of the bags being dispensed. 

The functional aspects of the bag thread-up 
and dispensing operations for the three slots are 
identical. Specifically, to effect thread-up, the initial 
bag is drawn through the thread-up opening, and 
the two side edges of the bag are drawn into the 
two outer end portions 36, 37 of the associated 
slot, with the central portion of the bag being 
engaged and depressed by the tongue 42. Upon 
pulling the bag outwardly, the bag initially moves 
freely through the slot but resistance to such move- 
ment increases when the tongue engages the per- 
forated severance line 18 between the outer bag 
being pulled and the next bag. This resistance 
permits the ready severance of the outer bag at the 
line 18, leaving a portion of the next bag extending 
through the slot in a position to be readily gripped 
for subsequent withdrawal. 

While the tongue 42 is illustrated as extending 
downwardly from the line defined by the outer end 
portions 36, 37, it will be understood that the 
tongue could be positioned above such line with 
equally good results. Further, the slots and pack- 
ages could be vertically oriented rather than hori- 
zontally as shown. 

Figure 6-8 illustrate a second embodiment of 
the invention and wherein the structural member is 
generally rectangular in outline and comprises a 
framework 50 of rod-like members configured to 
define three sides of the member, and a front panel 
52 joined to the framework and defining a fourth 
side of the member. The framework 50 of rod-like 
members includes two sides 54, 55, with the side 
54 composed of upper and lower rods 54a, 54b, 
and the side 55 composed of upper and lower rods 
55a, 55b. A rear side 56 is also provided which is 
composed of upper and lower rods 56a, 56b. 

The upper rod 54a of the side 54 includes a 
pair of U-shaped notches 58, 59, and the upper rod 
55a includes a pair of U-shaped notches 60, 61, 
which are laterally aligned with the notches 58, 59 
respectively. An elongate probe 64 extends be- 
tween the aligned pair of notches 58, 60 so as to 
extend generally parallel to the front panel, and a 
second elongate probe 65 extends between the 
notches 59, 61. More particularly, each probe 64, 
65 is pivotally mounted at the notch 60, 61 respec- 
tively of the upper side rod 55a, and the free end 
of each probe 64, 65 is adapted to rest in the notch 
58, 59 respectively of the other upper side rod 54a. 



When either probe 64, 65 is pivoted upwardly as 
seen in Figure 7, it is adapted to coaxially receive 
a wound package of bags thereupon. Also, as 
illustrated, the front probe 64 is adapted to mount 

5 two packages of different size. 

The structural member of the embodiment of 
Figures 6-8 is also in a form which permits it to 
function as a drawer in a check-out counter as 
seen in Figure 1. Further, the front panel 52 in- 

w eludes three slots 31 , 32, 33 which conform to the 
structure as described above with respect to the 
embodiment of Figures 1-5. 

Figures 9-15 illustrate another embodiment of 
the present invention, and wherein the apparatus 

75 takes the form of a carton 70 which may be fab- 
ricated of corrugated paper or similar material. The 
carton 70 defines a box-like enclosure, which com- 
prises front and rear panels 71, 72, top and bottom 
panels 73, 74, and opposite side panels 75, 76. 

20 As best seen in Figure 11, the two side panels 

75, 76 each comprise an outer wall member 75a, 
76a, and an inner wall member 75b, 76b which is 
joined to the outer wall member along the top edge 
thereof so that the inner wall member may be 

25 folded into the illustrated overlying relationship with 
respect to the outer wall member. Also, each inner 
wall member 75b, 76b includes a vertical slit 78 at 
a medial location along the longitudinal length of 
the enclosure for the purposes described below. 

30 The top panel 73 of the enclosure is composed 

of two oppositely directed flaps 80, 81 which are 
joined to the top edge of the front and rear panels 
71, 72 respectively. The flaps each include a down- 
wardly directed skirt portion 80a, 81a which fits in 

35 the aligned slits 78 of the inner wall members. 
Thus when the flaps 80, 81 are closed as seen in 
Figure 9, the skirt portions serve to divide the 
interior into two compartments. Also, a wound 
package 83, 84 of flexible plastic bags is disposed 

40 in each compartment, and such that the axis of 
each package defines a predetermined direction 
which is parallel to the front and rear panels and 
extends between the opposite side panels 75, 76. 
The front panel 71 and the rear panel 72 each 

45 include a dispensing slot 86 of like configuration. 
Each such slot 86 has an initial configuration as 
seen in Figures 9 and 10, which is maintained 
during shipment of the carton to the user. In this 
initial configuration, the slot includes relatively nar- 

50 row and linearly aligned outer end portions 87, 88 
which extend in a direction parallel to the predeter- 
mined direction defined by the axes of the pack- 
ages 83, 84. Also, the slot includes a generally U- 
shaped central portion which interconnects the out- 

55 er end portions, and which defines a laterally ex- 
tending appendage 93. A perforation line 94 ex- 
tends across the medial portion of the appendage 
and in a direction generally parallel to the above 
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predetermined direction. The portion 95 of the ap- 
pendage 93 which is above the perforation line 94 
in the illustrated embodiment is also bounded by a 
pair of oppositely inclined interconnecting portions 
90, 91 of the slot. Also, the portion 96 of the 
appendage below the perforation line 94 is adapted 
to be manually removable by the user to form a 
bag thread-up opening 99 through the panel 71 
and which communicates with the slot, and the 
portion 95 of the depending appendage 93 above 
the perforation line 94 then defines a depending 
tongue (note Figure 12) which functions in the 
manner described above with respect to the em- 
bodiments of Figures 1-8. 

The carton 70 is fabricated by initially prepar- 
ing the enclosure with the flaps 80, 81 open, so 
that two wound packages 83, 84 may be positioned 
therein in a parallel arrangement. Before closing 
and sealing the flaps 80, 81, the manufacturer 
manually inserts the leading edge of the initial bag 
of each package into the adjacent slot at the bot- 
tom of the appendage, and so that a portion 97 of 
the bag extends through the slot and is located on 
the outer side of the front panel 71 . The removable 
portion 96 is not removed by the manufacturer. 
Also, a protective sticker 98 is adhered to the outer 
surface so as to overlie and protect the removable 
portion 96 and the exposed portion 97 of the lead- 
ing bag. The flaps 80, 81 are then closed and 
preferably secured by tape (not shown), and the 
carton is then in a configuration ready to be 
shipped to the ultimate user. 

When the carton reaches the ultimate user, 
which typically is a store clerk, the sticker 98 is 
removed and the removable lower portion 96 of the 
appendage 93 is also removed by pushing it in- 
wardly. This results in a formation of an opening 99 
below the remaining portion of the appendage, i.e. 
the tongue. The bag may then be readily threaded 
into the slot to the position shown in Figure 15. In 
the event the leading edge of the leading bag 
should inadvertently slip rearwardly through the 
slot, the user may conveniently reach through the 
opening to grasp and withdraw the bag. 

Figures 14 and 15 illustrate the steps involved 
in the withdrawal of a bag 100 of the T-shirt or 
handled type. As is conventional, such bags in- 
clude a cut out 101 which defines the open top of 
the bag and two handles 102, 103, and the bags 
include a perforated severance line 104 at the base 
of each bag and at the tops of the handles of the 
next bag. Also, a continuous heat sealed line 105, 
106 is positioned on each side of the severance 
line. 

As the leading bag is pulled through the slot, 
the tongue formed by the upper portion 95 of the 
appendage 93 will drop into the cut out portion 101 
of the following bag (Figure 14), and will later 



engage the bottom edge of the cut out portion 
(Figure 15). At this point, the tongue will impart 
significant resistance to the withdrawal, resulting in 
the rupture of the severance line 104. The handles 
5 of the next bag are thus in a position to be easily 
grasp and subsequently withdrawn in the same 
manner. 

As illustrated, the packages 83 and 84 are 
wound so that the open tops of the bags lead the 

w closed bottoms, but it will be understood that the 
orientation of the bags may be reversed in the 
packages. When the closed bottoms precede the 
open tops, the tongue 95 will drop into the opening 
101 between the handles during the withdrawal 

75 process and will engage the bottom edge of the 
next bag. However, before severance occurs, it has 
been found that the corners of the next bag will 
extend through the outer end portions 86, 87 of the 
slot a sufficient distance to permit grasping and 

20 withdrawal of the next bag. 

In the case of a solid bag (as opposed to the 
T-shirt or handled type) the tongue will slide along 
the central portion of the bag as it is withdrawn 
until it engages the perforated severance line, 

25 which increases its resistance and thus facilitates 
the rupture along the severance line. Here again, it 
has been found that before rupture occurs, the 
corners of the next bag will extend through the 
outer end portions of the slot sufficiently to permit 

30 grasping and withdrawal of the next bag. 

As best seen in Figure 13, the packages 83 
and 84 are disposed so that the leading end of the 
bags are withdrawn from the bottom of the pack- 
ages, rather than the top as shown in the embodi- 

35 ments of Figures 1-8. Positioning the bags as 
shown in Figure 13 is advantageous in that the 
packages tend to roll away from the front panel 71 
during withdrawal of the bags, which minimizes 
binding. However, this advantage would not pre- 

40 elude effective use of the carton 71 turned upside 
down from the orientation shown in Figure 13. 

In the drawings and specification, there has 
been set forth a preferred embodiment of the in- 
vention, and although specific terms are employed, 

45 they are used in a generic and descriptive sense 
only and not for purposes of limitation. 

Claims 

50 1. A dispensing apparatus adapted for serially 
dispensing flexible plastic bags or the like from 
a wound package of bags joined along perfo- 
rated severance lines, and comprising 
a panel, 

55 at least one elongate dispensing slot ex- 

tending through said panel, said slot including 
relatively narrow and linearly aligned outer end 
portions and a central portion extending be- 
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tween said outer end portions, said central 
portion having a medial portion which lies at a 
level laterally offset from that of said outer end 
portions so as to define a laterally extending 
tongue between said outer end portions. 5 

The dispensing apparatus as defined in Claim 

1 wherein said medial portion of said slot is 
relatively wide and defines a thread-up open- 
ing through said panel and on one side of said w 
tongue. 

The dispensing apparatus as defined in Claim 

2 wherein said medial portion of said slot has 

at least one edge which is generally linear and 75 
parallel to said outer end portions, and wherein 
said central portion of said slot further includes 
opposite interconnecting portions which re- 
spectively join said one edge of said medial 
portion to said outer end portions. 20 

The dispensing apparatus as defined in Claim 
1 further comprising means for rotatably 
mounting at least one wound package of flexi- 
ble plastic bags adjacent said panel and along 25 
an axis extending generally parallel to said 
aligned outer end portions of said slot, and 
such that the bags may be serially unwound 
from said package and drawn through said 
slot. 30 

A dispensing apparatus adapted for serially 
dispensing flexible plastic bags or the like from 
a plurality of wound packages of bags joined 
along perforated severance lines, and compris- 35 
ing 

a box-like structural member including a 
front panel, a rear panel, and opposite side 
panels, and an interior panel which extends 
between said side panels and is parallel to 40 
said front panel and which divides the interior 
of said structural member into two compart- 
ments which are each suitable for rotatably 
receiving a wound package of bags therein 
with the axes of the wound packages being 45 
parallel to each other and to said front panel, 

at least a pair of elongate dispensing slots 
extending through said front panel, each said 
slot including relatively narrow and linearly 
aligned outer end portions, and a central por- 50 
tion extending between said outer end por- 
tions, said central portion having a medial por- 
tion which lies at a level laterally offset from 
that of said outer end portions so as to define 
a laterally extending tongue between said outer 55 
end portions, 

whereby a pair of wound packages are 
adapted to be positioned in the two compart- 



ments and the bags thereof threaded through 
respective ones of said slots. 

6. The dispensing apparatus as defined in Claim 

5 wherein said box-like structural member is 
configured to define a drawer which may be 
slidably mounted in a cabinet, with said front 
panel being adapted to serve as the front of 
the drawer. 

7. The dispensing apparatus as defined in Claim 

6 wherein said structural member further in- 
cludes a second interior panel which is per- 
pendicular to said front panel and to said first 
mentioned interior panel and to thereby form a 
total of three compartments, and wherein said 
front panel includes three of said slots, and so 
that the structural member is adapted to ac- 
commodate and dispense three of the wound 
packages. 

8. A dispensing apparatus adapted for serially 
dispensing flexible plastic bags or the like from 
a wound package of bags joined along perfo- 
rated severance lines, and comprising 

a box-like structural member comprising a 
framework of rod-like members configured to 
define three sides of the structural mem- 
ber, and a front panel joined to said framework 
and defining a fourth side of the structural 
member, said framework including at least one 
probe extending generally parallel to said front 
panel and having a free end for coaxially re- 
ceiving a wound package of bags thereupon, 

at least one elongate dispensing slot ex- 
tending through said front panel, said slot in- 
cluding relatively narrow and linearly aligned 
outer end portions extending in a direction 
parallel to said probe, and a central portion 
extending between said outer end portions, 
said central portion having a medial portion 
which lies at a level laterally offset from that of 
said outer end portions so as to define a 
laterally extending tongue between said outer 
end portions, 

whereby a wound package is adapted to 
be positioned on the probe of said framework 
and the bags thereof threaded through said 
one slot. 

9. The dispensing apparatus as defined in Claim 
8 wherein said framework includes a pair of 
side rods extending along opposite sides of 
the structural member and perpendicularly to 
said front panel, and wherein said probe is 
pivotally mounted to one of said side rods so 
as to permit the probe to be pivoted between 
an operative position wherein the free end 
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said predetermined direction, and a generally 
U-shaped central portion extending between 
said outer end portions and defining a laterally 
extending appendage, 

a perforation line extending across a me- 
dial portion of said appendage and in a direc- 
tion generally parallel to said predetermined 
direction, and wherein the portion of said ap- 
pendage between said perforation line and 
said outer end portions defines a laterally ex- 
tending tongue and the portion of said appen- 
dage on the other side of said perforation line 
is adapted to be manually removable to form a 
bag thread-up opening through said front pan- 
el. 

14. The dispensing carton as defined in Claim 13 
wherein the leading edge of the initial bag on 
said wound package is wedged in said slot 
below said perforation line and is exposed on 
the outer side of said front panel, to facilitate 
the gripping of the initial bag and the thread-up 
of the same into said slot when the removable 
portion of said appendage is removed. 

15. The dispensing carton as defined in Claim 14 
further comprising a removable sticker adhered 
to the outer side of said front panel and over- 
lying at least the removable portion of said 
appendage to thereby protectively cover the 
exposed portion of the initial bag until the 
carton is ready for use. 

thereof threaded outwardly through said slot. 

12. The dispensing carton as defined in Claim 11 35 
wherein said rear panel of said enclosure in- 
cludes a like dispensing slot extending thereth- 
rough, and wherein said enclosure is sized to 
receive a second wound package therein and 
adjacent said rear panel, and such that the 40 
bags of the second wound package are adapt- 
ed to be threaded outwardly through the slot of 

said rear panel. 

13. A dispensing carton for serially dispensing 45 
flexible plastic bags, and comprising 

a box-like enclosure comprising front and 
rear panels, top and bottom panels, and op- 
posite side panels, 

a wound package of flexible plastic bags 50 
joined along perforated severance lines, said 
package being positioned in said enclosure 
and such that the axis of the package defines 
a predetermined direction, 

an elongate dispensing slot extending 55 
through said front panel, said slot including 
relatively narrow and linearly aligned outer end 
portions which extend in a direction parallel to 

7 



thereof is in contact with the other side rod and 
a raised position which permits a wound pack- 
age to be coaxially received thereupon. 

10. The apparatus as defined in Claim 9 wherein 5 
said framework includes a pair of said probes 
which are mounted in a parallel relationship, 

and wherein said front panel includes a plural- 
ity of said slots, and so that the apparatus is 
adapted to accommodate and dispense a plu- 10 
rality of the wound packages. 

11. A dispensing carton adapted for serially dis- 
pensing flexible plastic bags or the like from a 
wound package of bags joined along perfo- 75 
rated severance lines, and comprising 

a box-like enclosure comprising front and 
rear panels, top and bottom panels, and op- 
posite side panels, with said enclosure being 
sized so as to be adapted to receive at least 20 
one wound package of bags therein, 

an elongate dispensing slot extending 
through said front panel, said slot including 
relatively narrow and linearly aligned outer end 
portions, and a central portion extending be- 25 
tween said outer end portions, said central 
portion having a medial portion which lies at a 
level laterally offset from that of said outer end 
portions so as to define a laterally extending 
tongue between said outer end portions, 30 

whereby a wound package is adapted to 
be positioned in said enclosure and the bags 
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